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VBS/RALLY DAY CELEBRATION

OUR WORSHIP TODAY
Our lives in this world are unsteady. Sometimes things are wonderful.  
Sometimes things are "OK". Sometimes things are terrifying. Today's readings focuses on 
the times of trouble. This week at Vacation Bible School our young disciples discovered that 
we have no "fair weather friend" in Jesus. Our heavenly Father will send a rainbow to 
remind us that He is worthy of our trust even when chaos surrounds us and especially when 
fear is within us.

Pastor Humor: 
“If the storms of life are overwhelming you, switch boats.”
Pastor Thought for the Week: 
Human nature: “When skies are clear and the outlook is sunny we say, ‘Look at me!’ When 
skies are dark and the outlook is stormy we say ‘Look to Jesus!’”

PRELUDE
During the Prelude we prepare for worship reflecting on the Scriptures for the day and prayer.

Ringing of the Bell
WELCOME
+ SERVICE OF PREPARATION +
(We are brought together by the Spirit to take up our part of the holy conversation between God and 
His church. We call upon our Triune God, claim His mercy, and join God’s family singing His praise.)

OPENING HYMN “Million Reasons” 	

CALL TO WORSHIP
Pastor:	We remember our baptism into the name of the Father and the + Son and the 
Holy Spirit.
People:	Amen






CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Pastor:	Our Lord says, "Call upon Me in the day of trouble." (Psalm 50:15) Every day in the 
life of a human being is a day of trouble. We are troubled by the peril of our own 
sin and in need of rescue.
People:	"If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in 
us." (I John 1:8)
Pastor:	Our Lord says, "Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you." (Psalm 50:15)
People:	"If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness." (I John 1:9) 
Pastor:	Let us examine ourselves in the light of God's law and confess our sin, asking 
God for His kind forgiveness.
					(Silence for reflection and self-examination.)
					We confess,
All:		Almighty and merciful God, Your First Commandment tells us to keep You 
first in our lives and to trust in You for all good things. But instead, we often 
forget You and Your promises, we disobey Your plans, and find ourselves 
living in fear of the attacks of this world. Forgive us, Lord, for Jesus' sake and 
strengthen our faith so we may follow courageously wherever You lead.
Pastor:	Our Lord says, "Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you will 
honor me." (Psalm 50:15) I assure you that God has heard your cry for rescue from 
your sins, and for the sake of the suffering and death of His Son, Jesus Christ, He 
forgives you all your sins. Therefore, as His called and ordained servant, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and + of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
Go in His peace and joy. 
People:	 Amen

GREETING and PRAYER OF THE DAY
Pastor:	The Lord be with you.
People:	And also with you.
Pastor:	Let us pray:
People:	Heavenly Father, storms rage about us and cause us to be afraid. We thank 
You for the signs of Your presence and promise displayed in the rainbow. 
We praise You for fulfilling that promise by Your Son, our Savior, on the 
greatest sign of Your love, the cross. Grant and grow the signs of Your 
Spirit within us as we share Your gifts until Your final sign of love, heaven. 
We ask this through Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen


+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +
(God speaks and we listen. The holy conversation continues as we encounter Jesus, our Lord, in 
Holy Scripture. Recalling God's mighty acts in history, we find meaning and hope for our daily lives.)

FIRST LESSON Genesis 9:8-17	(Page 8 in Pew Bible.)
(God proclaims His covenant presence and promises through the rainbow.)
Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him: 9 "I now establish my covenant with you 
and with your descendants after you 10 and with every living creature that was with 
you—the birds, the livestock and all the wild animals, all those that came out of the ark with 
you—every living creature on earth. 11 I establish my covenant with you: Never again will 
all life be cut off by the waters of a flood; never again will there be a flood to destroy the 
earth." 12 And God said, "This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and 
you and every living creature with you, a covenant for all generations to come: 13 I have 
set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the sign of the covenant between me and the 
earth. 14 Whenever I bring clouds over the earth and the rainbow appears in the clouds, 
15 I will remember my covenant between me and you and all living creatures of every kind. 
Never again will the waters become a flood to destroy all life. 16 Whenever the rainbow 
appears in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God 
and all living creatures of every kind on the earth." 17 So God said to Noah, "This is the 
sign of the covenant I have established between me and all life on the earth."  (NIV)
Lector:	This is the Word of the Lord.
People:	Thanks be to God.

ANTHEM “Give Thanks”	Alex and Ted Marsh

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 3:14-21	(Page 1175 in Pew Bible.)
(Paul’s prayer of God’s presence and promise to His people of every generation.)
For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom his whole family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with 
power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts 
through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have 
power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the 
love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled 
to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably 
more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him 
be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! 
Amen. (NIV)
Lector:	This is the Word of the Lord.
People:	Thanks be to God.
READING FROM THE LIFE OF CHRIST Matthew 8:23-27	(Page 973 in Pew Bible.)
(Peter (and us) need a reminder of Who is in control and where to place our faith.)
Pastor:	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 8th chapter.
People:	Glory to you, O Lord.
Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 Suddenly a furious storm came 
up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The 
disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 26 He replied, 
“You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the 
waves, and it was completely calm. 27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of 
man is this? Even the winds and the waves obey him!”(NIV)
Pastor:	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
People:	Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE “Look For the Rainbow”
(Our young disciples preschool through 6th grade are invited to come forward for a special message 
just for them. Parents may accompany their children.)

PRE-SCHOOL MOMENT
(During the Hymn, Pre-School age children are invited to a Children’s church. They will come back 
in during the Sharing of the Peace.)

HYMN OF THE DAY “Eye of the Storm”	AGPS 111

MESSAGE “Rain Drops and Rainbows”
(Message outline is on the yellow insert. The other side is our prayer ministry requests for the week)

PROFESSION OF FAITH  The Apostles’ Creed	
	I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
	And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was 
buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.
	I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen





PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
(After each petition, the Pastor concludes with, “Lord, in Your mercy,” and the people respond, “hear 
our prayer”.)
(The Pastor concludes:) At this time, O Lord, we lift before You the hopes and hurts on our 
hearts. (The congregation is invited to offer personal petitions concluding with “Lord, in Your mercy,”)
Pastor:	All these and the petitions which are spoken from our hearts we bring to You, 
gracious God, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior,
People:	Amen

INSTALLATION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF

SHARING OF THE PEACE
(We wave to our fellow brothers and sisters and greet each in the peace of the Lord.)

OFFERING 
(You may bring your offering up with you and place it in the offering plate on your way to communion 
or leave it in the plate upon leaving. Please don’t forget to fill out an attendance card.)

OFFERTORY  “We Give You But Your Own” 	LSB 781 Stz.1,2
1. We give You but Your own In any gifts we bring; 
All that we have is Yours alone, A trust from You, our King.

2. May we Your bounties thus As stewards true receive
And gladly, Lord, as You bless us, To You our first-fruits give.

+  SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +
(Invited to His table, we eat and drink the body and blood of the Lord for the forgiveness of sins, thus 
proclaiming His death and resurrection, and giving thanks for our friendship with Him and each other.)

PREFACE	
Pastor:	All powerful and ever-living God... As we prepare our hearts and souls, we pray:
All:	Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION
Pastor:	The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People:	And also with you. (John 20:19)

AGNUS DEI   	(Tune: LSB 783)
Holy Lamb of God we pray, grant us mercy, Lord, today.
For You died to save us all, give us life both great and small.

DISTRIBUTION
(On your way forward, please respect social distancing. Remain standing at the communion rail as 
you receive communion. After receiving, place empty cup in the tray on your way back to your seat. 
There will be one corporate dismissal after all have received.)

Video Hymns (Please feel free to join in the singing.)
	“Rescue Me”	
	“Never Let Go of Me”
	“Won’t Worry Bout A Thing”
	
NUNC DIMITTIS	(tune: LSB 461)
Let now Your servant go in peace, Your Word of grace for us increase.
A light revealed to Gentiles here – Father and Spirit, Son so near.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
People:	Amen

BLESSING
People:	Amen

SENDING HYMN “My Lighthouse” 

POSTLUDE
Hymnody from Lutheran Worship © 1982, All God’s People Sing © 1992, Hymnal Supplement ‘98 © 1997, 
Lutheran Service Book © 2006 and Creative Worship by Concordia Publ. House, St. Louis, MO. Other hymnody 
under CCLI license #224610. Bible Quotations from New International Version © 1984 Zondervan Publ. House.
